Goings-On
at Gray
From the Principal’s Desk
Happy March everyone! It is now a time for the days to start getting
a little longer, the weather to start changing for the better and the
allergens to start filling the air; or maybe that just affects me!
As we approach the end of the second term, I was looking back
and seeing all of the amazing things we have done here at Gray –
Read All Day, Jump Rope for Heart (which we are still awaiting the
final fundraising tally), Axe Capoiera Performances, Zumba, Lunar
New Year Assembly, Bingo Night, Play All Day, Red, White and
Pink Day, 100s Day, and the High School Band Concert. With all of
these exciting opportunities, the learning has carried on and the
students continue to grow and develop. It is our hope that we not
only are able to provide amazing learning opportunities, but also
foster a love of community, school and life long learning.
Spring Break is just around the corner, and we will be approaching
the final term of the year. This is a great time to connect with your
kids and see where they are at, how they are feeling and if there is
anything they need. We are here for support and we look forward
to working with you through the final stretch of the year. Have a
wonderful start to the Spring Season Gray Families!

On Line Report Cards - March 10th

March
2020
Keep up to date on
the “Goings-On at
Gray by bookmarking the Gray
Website.
Gray Website

Mark Your
Calendars:
 March 10th

Report Cards posted
on Parent Connect

 March 10th

Munch a Lunch Order
Deadline

 March 12th

Early Dismissal 2:00 PM

 March 13th

Hard Copy PAC
Purdys Orders Due

 Mar 13th

Boston Pizza Lunch

Just a friendly reminder that Gray will no longer be sending paper
copies of report cards home with your child. All progress reports
can be accessed through Parent Connect. We encourage families
to regularly check Parent Connect. Please note that some
browsers show the rating scales in different ways and we
recommend using Firefox or Chrome. A Term Two Progress
Report for your child will be ready to view after 3:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, March 10, 2020 through Parent Connect.

 Mar 13th

Favorite Jersey Day

 Mar 13th

Last day of Classes
before Spring Break

 Mar 30th

First Day of Classes
after Spring Break

 Mar 31st

On-Line PAC Purdys
Order Deadline
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Basketball - Hoop Shoot
What an amazing season! We had a lot of fun and excitement at the home
and away games. Thank you to all the students who came out to play and
show there school spirit! Thank you to all of the parents and guardians who
were able to support by showing up and driving when needed. Thank you
to all of the staff who donated their time to coach practices, ref on occasion
and provide this opportunity. Enjoy the last few games everyone!

Parent Teacher Conferences
On March 12, students will have an early dismissal of 2:00pm, for parent teacher conferences.
These conferences are not meant for everyone, and are just here to provide an extra time for teachers to meet with students and their families and to discuss any concerns that may have arisen.
Teachers will be facilitating these appointments, by contacting families to setup a time between 2:00
and 4:00pm. If you feel that you need to meet with your child's teacher, please feel free to e-mail
them or contact them to discuss if an appointment is warranted.
As a gentle reminder, student-led conferences will continue as scheduled on April 16th, this is also
another time to visit the classroom and witness your children's learning. If you have any questions or
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Klassen at the office.

Regional Track Meet
Wednesday, May 6th
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
We have recently been informed that the track at North Delta High School will be undergoing extensive upgrades beginning in April 2020. This means that our Regional Track Meet will NOT be
held at NDSS this year. In order to keep the Regional Track Meet running, our District has booked
the track facilities at Bear Creek Park in Surrey.

We are resending this important information again to give you advanced warning that if your child
wishes to participate in the Regional Track Meet, you will have to make arrangements to
transport your child to and from Bear Creek Park.
If you feel that your child would like to participate in the track meet, we are requesting that you
plan to take the day off to get your child to and from the meet; and watch them participate in their
track and field events. Please be aware, if your child is wanting to participate in the Regional
Track Meet, and you are not able to transport them to and from Bear Creek Park, they will likely
not be able to participate in this exciting school experience.
Thank you for your support and understanding during this transition time for NDSS.
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Morning Drop Off
Adult supervision starts at 8:45am every morning. You will see a teacher walking around in a safety
vest if there are issues or concerns that need to be addressed on the playground. We encourage
families not to drop students off before 8:45am, as there is not guaranteed adequate supervision
available, unless specified specifically for school-directed initiatives or field trips.

Late Arrivals
If your child or family happens to be running late, this is not an issue,
we are excited to have you arrive safely. However, we need to have
every student sign in at the office and take an orange welcome slip
to their classes. This allows the teacher to know who has been
signed in and for us to maintain adequate attendance of who is in
our building.

Visitors and Volunteers
If you are a visitor or volunteer to our school, please make sure you sign in at the office and take a
lanyard with visitor identification. This ensures to all staff that you have checked in and in case of an
emergency, we are able to accurately determine who is in the building and where you are. It is also
important to sign out upon your departure and return the lanyard with identification.

Early Pick Up/Going Home For Lunch
It is important that the teachers and staff working with your child are aware of the arrangement
ahead of time. We understand that this cannot always be the case, and therefore, if possible, we ask
parents to phone into the office and inform the secretaries of any change of plan to the usual day.
Once the child leaves it is important that they be signed out at the office by a trusted individual, and
sign back in upon their return if applicable. This helps us to ensure students are picked up by someone with proper authorization. No student should be leaving school grounds to go home for lunch,
without parent AND staff approval.
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End of the Day Pick Up
At the end of the day, it is important that students are picked up by a trusted person; this may be a
parent, grandparent, day care provider, babysitter, older sibling, etc… This should be arranged with
the teacher, so they know who to be looking for and to release to an authorized person and should
be discussed with the student ahead of time, so they can identify the person picking them up. As
we know, students in the primary grades require a different level of supervision at the end of the
day, then intermediate students. We ask that all primary parents inform teachers of who they will be
having pick up their children, and to be ready and available at the door. For intermediate students,
we ask that all parents inform the teachers to let them know the family developed plan for release
at the end of the day; whether this be someone picking them up, or them walking home in a group.
If students are not picked up after school, they will be taken to the office and asked to wait until an
authorized person comes to pick them up. During this time, you may receive a phone call from us to
clarify on timing or pickup. As it is done in the morning, adult supervision will be available outside
until 3:15 pm. It is important that parents and/or guardians pick up their children as close to 3:00 pm
as possible, unless otherwise determined by a school sanctioned event.

Helpful Tips for Parents
Please know that reasonable efforts are made to insure that all students are released only to appropriate people. Ensuring the safety of all children is of our top concern. However, there are things
that can be done to help support this process:
1.

Parents and/or guardians , or visitors who enter the school building should only do so through
the front office and be signed in.

2.

If you need to speak to a teacher, please make an appointment or send an e-mail to discuss
your concerns. If this is not possible, please wait until all students are released to their appropriate care giver and then approach the teacher.

3.

Have regular conversations with your children about drop off and pick up expectations that
you have for their safety.
a) Inform them of who is picking them up
b) Have a code word for trusted adults
c) If students walk home, have a planned route and a check-in system
d) Use a buddy system with trusted families and friends

4.

If you are going to be late, phone the office and we will have your child come and wait there.

