Goings-On
at Gray
From the Principal’s Desk
Now that we are settling into the school year, it is time to get back to
some sense of normalcy; including writing the monthly newsletter.
Although at school we can see many changes, and the educational
setting may not be as it once was, please know that we have the right
group of enthusiastic, dedicated and hard-working staff, who are here
to ensure your children are safe and will continue to provide superior
educational lessons.
It has truly been wonderful having the students back in the building,
and having the school run as it is meant to – with kids engaging in
learning and working alongside one another. As we transition into
October, it is the right time to take a second and reflect on the amazing community we are a part of. Through your support and encouragement, we have been able to safely navigate these uncertain times.
Through your patience and understanding, we will continue to move
slowly and adjust to the ever changing landscape we find ourselves in.
Through October, I encourage everyone to stay strong, physically
distance and maintain self-care. It is only by respecting one another
and demonstrating understanding that we will continue to safely
progress. As Coretta Scott King said “The greatness of a community
is most accurately measured by the compassionate actions of its
members.”
Gray Elementary is and has a wonderful and thriving community, with
support around every corner. Thank you for being a part of it and for
taking the time to continue making it a wonderful and safe place to be.

Spirit Activity
The first Spirit Day is Crazy Socks Day on October 9.
Because we are all in different learning groups this
year, and don't get to mix as a whole school, teachers
will be taking pictures of the students and staff within their small
groups and then the Spirit Committee will put together a
slideshow for teachers to share with their class shortly after the
Spirit Day has taken place.

October 2020
Keep up to date on
the “Goings-On at
Gray by bookmarking the Gray
Website.
Gray Website

Mark Your
Calendars:
 Oct 9th

Gray Spirit Event
Crazy Sock Day

 Oct 14th

Parent Teacher
Conferences via
Zoom
Early Dismissal at
2:00 pm

 Oct 15th

Parent Teacher
Conferences via
Zoom
Early Dismissal at
2:00 pm

 Oct 19th

Photo Retake Day

 Oct 23rd

Pro-D Day School Closed

 Oct 28th

PAC Mtg. - 7p.m.
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West Coast Weather
Please make sure that your children are dressed appropriately for the
weather every day. Although through a typical school year, we celebrate
West Coast Weather days and go outside for recess and lunch. This year,
it is imperative that we spend a lot of time outside and this could mean
during rainy and stormy weather.
We would like all students to make sure that they have the right clothing to
keep them healthy and dry during these days. This means providing rain
coats, hats, umbrellas, change of clothes, extra socks, inside shoes,
boots, snow gear or sunscreen. Please do your best to ensure your child
is ready for the day. If you have questions, please do not hesitate to reach
out to Mr. Klassen at the office.

Daily Health Check
It is important that every day, you are discussing with your child
about their health. It is important to monitor this and have a
back-up plan, just in case your child becomes ill at school and
needs to go home.
At Gray we are being as cautious and careful as possible.
Please ensure you are monitoring your child’s health daily. If
your child needs to stay home, please know they will not be penalized for the work they miss and will have an opportunity to catch up.
If you require a different translation of the Daily Health Check, or would
like more information about the ministry health and safety guidelines,
please visit this website: http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-

Photo Retakes
Darby Photos will be here in the morning of October 19th for photo retakes and to take photos of
students who were absent for the first photo day.
If you would like your child to have a retake please complete the student information section of the
original photo order form and send it to school with your child (with the proof attached). If you can
not find the original order form and proof, please write a note including your child’s name and division, indicating you have lost the proof and that you would like a retake photo.
Make sure you talk to your child to let them know that they need to have a retake done. For younger children, it might be a good idea to talk to your child’s teacher or write a note in their planner indicating that they would like a retake.
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Monthly Connection Activity
Once the pandemic hit, we started doing weekly connection activities to ensure that the school and
families were in contact and that people could see what others were up to. We would like to continue
this, but not on a weekly schedule. Instead, we would like to do it on a monthly schedule, to ensure
families have time to send in a photo of the requested action. As we are not going to be able to come
together in large groups, it is important for us to still connect and touch base.
For October’s monthly connection activity, we would like to see a photo of your family celebrating the
Autumn season. We are aware that Thanksgiving and Halloween may not occur as they have traditionally in the past, but it is still a time for us to be creative and to reflect on the positive that happens
around us. This photo may be of your family having dinner together, celebrating the extra hour of day
light savings time, dressed up in costumes, or just out enjoying a fall walk.
We just want to see your families. When you have your photo, please e-mail it to Mr. Klassen at
pklassen@deltasd.bc.ca and we will put it on the school website.

Parent Teacher Conferences
This year at Gray we will providing the opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and discuss their
learning. As this cannot be done in a traditional way, face-to-face, we will be holding Parent/Teacher
Conferences for students in Grades 1 through 7 over Zoom or a phone call. The Conferences will be
held on Wednesday, October 14th from 2:10 to 6pm and on Thursday, October 15th from 2:10 to 4 p.m.
Classes will be dismissed at 2:00 p.m. on both days.

Parent Teacher Conferences will be booked through Parent Connect. Parent Connect will open for conference booking on Tuesday, October 6th at 8:30 a.m. and will remain open until Wednesday, October
14th at 12:00 p.m. The office will send home an email to remind parents to book their conference time,
so stay tuned. As Kindergarten parents have just met with their child’s teacher there will be no Parent
Teacher conferences for Kindergarten students at this time.

Instructions on how to book Parent Teacher Conferences are posted on the school website, via the parent page. You will also be able to find guidelines to set up and activate Zoom. Please make sure you
are in the Chrome Brower when accessing the link below:
Parent Page on the Gray Website
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Traffic Safety
We encourage all families to walk or ride their bikes to school, as this will help
alleviate the congestion on the roads in front of the school. It is imperative that
families follow the road rules and use the designated crosswalk for safety of everyone around.
If you need to drive, we request that parents park on the roadway spots available and use the pickup and drop off area without leaving their vehicle; please DO NOT drive onto school grounds at the
beginning and end of each school day. Many of our families walk up and down the driveway before
and after school, as there is no sidewalk for them to use. It is extremely dangerous to have parents
turning into the driveway.
The parking lot is for staff use only and cannot be used by parents for dropping off or picking up their
children.
Lastly, on Wednesdays, when Sands has a later start, we have noticed it being very busy at 8:55
a.m. at Gray – please remember safety first. Take the time to ensure all students are safe while
dropping your child off.

Staff Changes
We have a few new staff members to welcome to the school this year:
Mrs. Dobie – Grade 6/7 Teacher, returning from a maternity leave
Ms. A. Mann – Learning Support and Inclusive Team Teacher
Mrs. Hass – Grade 4/5 Teacher
Ms. Olak – Grace 4 Teacher
Ms. Minici – Grade 3/4 Teacher
Mr. Plut - Counselor
Mrs. Mercier – Grade 2 Teacher
Ms. Payette – Grade 2 Teacher (Covering for Mrs. Bhardwaj’s maternity leave)
Mrs. Neall – Grade 1 Teacher
Ms. Mok - Hearing Support Teacher

for a complete staff directory, go to our website at: https://gr.deltasd.bc.ca/staff/staff-directory/
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